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Careers requiring 
a bachelor’s degree

Average  
Annual 

Demand  
for 

Workers
Average 
Wage

Accountants & Auditors 146 $26.32
Elementary School 
   Teachers

131 $39,906/yr

Secondary School
   Teachers

123 $39,869/yr

Residential Advisors 102 $11.09
Sales Representatives,  
   Technical & Scientific 
   Products

69 $39.65

Middle School Teachers 53 $40,874/yr
Child, Family & School 
   Social Workers

50 $17.57

Public Relations Specialists 41 $20.80
Preschool Teachers 36 $13.32
Purchasing Agents 31 $23.55
Employment & Placement 
   Specialists

29 n/a

Compliance Officers 28 $22.86

Average wage for all occupations 
for which a bachelor’s degree is 
preferred

$22.88

Careers requiring 
on-the-job training

Average  
Annual 

Demand  
for 

Workers

 
Average 
Wage

Cashiers 598 $8.75 
Retail Salespersons 572 $11.46
Waiters & Waitresses 524 $ 8.61

Customer Service 
   Representatives

469 $12.69

Food Preparation & 
   Serving Workers

276 $8.45

Laborers & Material Movers 256 $10.95
Counter Attendants, Food 
   Service

236 $8.77

Janitors & Cleaners 226 $ 10.56 
Truck Drivers, Heavy &  
   Tractor-Trailer

225 $16.99

Bookkeeping, Accounting &  
   Auditing Clerks

215 $13.43

Child Care Workers 210 $9.02
Receptionists & Information 
   Clerks

191  $10.99

Average wage for all occupations for 
which on-the-job training is preferred

$11.92

Careers requiring 
some postsecondary education
(but less than a bachelor’s degree)

Average  
Annual 

Demand  
for 

Workers

 
Average 
Wage

Registered Nurses 399 $26.68
Teacher Assistants 140 $ 22,835/yr
Carpenters 136 $14.96
Welders, Cutters, Solderers & 
   Brazers

109 $14.99

First-Line Supervisors of 
   Retail Sales Workers

101 $19.47

Licensed Practical Nurses 93 $16.53
Insurance Sales Agents 91 $22.57
First-Line Supervisors of 
   Administrative Support  
   Workers

78 $20.80

Executive Secretaries & 
   Administrative Assistants

71 $16.22

Automotive Mechanics 71 $16.41
Maintenance & Repair 
   Workers, General

71 $14.76

Pharmacy Technicians 65 $13.80

Average wage for all occupations for 
which some postsecondary education is  
preferred

$19.17

(Wages as of March 2011)
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Careers requiring 
some postsecondary education
(but less than a bachelor’s degree)

 
Average 
Wage

First-Line Supervisors/Managers of 
Non-Retail Sales Workers

$36.71

Power Distributors & Dispatchers $36.52
Computer Occupations, All Other $33.14
Radiation Therapists $32.49
Orthotists & Prosthetists $31.39
Detectives & Criminal Investigators $31.25
First-Line Supervisors/Managers of 

Police & Detectives
$29.83

First-Line Supervisors/Managers of 
Mechanics, Installers & Repairers

$28.86

Electrical & Electronics Repairers, 
Powerhouse, Substation & Relay

$28.81

Nuclear Medicine Technologists $28.06

Dental Hygienists $27.93

Control and Valve Installers and 
Repairers, Except Mechanical Door

$27.56

Average wage for all occupations for 
which some postsecondary education 
is preferred

$19.17

Careers requiring 
a bachelor’s degree

 
Average 
Wage

Physical Scientists, All Other $44.53
Sales Representatives, Wholesale & 

Manufacturing, Technical & Scientific 
Products

$39.64

Sales Engineers $38.68
Architects, Except Landscape & Naval $38.04
Securities, Commodities & Financial 

Services Sales Agents
$36.42

Mining & Geological Engineers, 
Including Mining Safety Engineer

$36.17

Software Developers, Applications $36.12
Insurance Underwriters $34.49
Industrial Engineers $34.37
Mechanical Engineers $33.64
Financial Examiners $33.56
Computer Hardware Engineers $33.56

Average wage for all occupations for 
which a bachelor’s degree is preferred

$22.88

Careers requiring 
on-the-job training

 
Average 
Wage

Petroleum Pump System Operators $28.38
Postal Service Clerks $25.60
Sales Representatives, except 
Technical & Scientific Products

$24.64

Postal Service Mail Carriers $23.03
Cargo & Freight Agents $21.53
Earth Drillers $21.14
Hazardous Materials Removal 

Workers
$20.31

Rail-Track Laying & Maintenance 
Equipment Operators

$20.03

Police & Sheriff’s Patrol Officers $19.89

Title Examiners, Abstractors & 
Searchers

$19.38

Postal Service Mail Sorters & 
Processors

$19.17

Telecommunications Line Installers & 
Repairers

$18.96

Average wage for all occupations for 
which on-the-job training is preferred

$11.92

The tables on the reverse side feature 
occupations projected to have the highest 
demand for workers to 2018. The tables 
above feature the occupations with the 
highest wages as of March 2011.

Labor Market Information Center
South Dakota Department of Labor and Regulation     
605.626.2314
www.sdjobs.org/lmic

For more information on 
occupational outlook and career 
planning resources, contact:


